
A New Beginning: Shoot for the Stars 

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh 
for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the 
things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which 
are seen are temporal; but the things which are not seen are eternal. 

“Nobody can go back and start a new beginning, but anyone can start today and 
make a new ending.”   Maria Robinson  

I am the type of person that rarely looks back.   Our routine has been turned 
upside down since this time last year.  There are things I can continue doing, 
while other things I cannot do due to safety.  I felt the tension between wearing a 
mask and social distancing while longing to be closer to others.  How can six feet 
seem so close and yet so far away?  What was once normal is transforming itself 
into something we have yet to see, much less understand.   Pause and get in 
touch with your feelings.  You might be able to name some of those feelings 
you’ve experienced: fear, overwhelmed, uncertainty, loneliness, concern, 
frustration, confusion, anger.  Look forward and see hope, faith, and love. 

As believers, we are all called to transform the world around us. C.S. Lewis 
offered a thoughtful perspective on remaining heavenly-minded while continuing 
to make an impact in this present world. In “Mere Christianity," he said. 
"Hope…means…a continual looking forward to the eternal world…it does not 
mean that we are to leave the present world as it is. If you read history, you will 
find that the Christians who did most for the present world were those who 
thought most of the next.   Since Christians have largely ceased to think of the 
other world, they have become so ineffective in this.  So, Aim at Heaven, and you 
will get earth 'thrown in': aim at earth, and you will get neither." 

Aim high. You will discover your faith will help you see that our momentary 
afflictions cannot match the power of God. Transformation begins first with each 
of us. This thought reminds me of a story I used in a sermon once.  Its origin,  I 
cannot remember.   It contains a quote from Norman Vincent Peale about 
shooting for the stars and an idiom about the lack of nails.  Someone crafted this 
story, but I love the wisdom it contains.  

A young sailor found himself one night, gazing into the stars, admiring the 

endless horizon where the vast sea and starlight merged.  He felt insignificant 

while he stood on the rim of the bow of the aircraft carrier.  It was then a huge 

crater created by a large wave, forcing the bow to bend downward.  Right before 

he was about to fall into the depths, he felt a hand grasp his waist.  In the 

moonlight, he saw the captain's bars resting on man's shoulder.  "You almost not 

made it to the harbor," said the captain as he pointed to the flash from distance 

lighthouse.  It will not be long now before she is safely in the harbor, anchored.  

"Yes," the captain replied,  "it's a beautiful night."    We have been through some 

tough battles. And the next four weeks, she will be remodeled, updated with all 

the current technology and equipment to launch again. She's halfway in her 



service.  Yes, Sir replied the cook.  Then the captain turned to the young cook 

and said, why so down, as the captain tapped the end of his corncob pipe, 

packing it with fresh tobacco.  I haven't done much to help.  I am only a cook.  

The captain smiled, and then he said, it’s the little things that make this ship run.  

Never forget to shoot for the stars.  What do you mean?  Well, my first journey 

out into the sea, he said, was with a crusty old captain sailing a clipper in the 

South Seas.  One night, I like you, was looking up at the same stars, wondering 

what I would do, when he came on deck and stood beside me and ask, what der 

ye want to do, young lad.  Startled, not knowing he was watching, without 

thinking, I said, to be a captain of a ship someday, Sir!  Then it took his crooked 

figure and pointed to the stars and said, "then shoot for the moon, and if you 

miss, you will still be among the stars."  As he turned and smiles, walking away, 

he hands over this corn cob pipe and says, " remember the nail." The nail,  what 

does that mean?  Then from his salty face, weathered by the sea, came the tale 

that still lives with me. 

For want of a nail, the shoe was lost. 

 For want of a shoe, the horse was lost. 

 For want of a horse, the rider was lost. 

 For want of a rider, the message was lost. 

 For want of a message, the battle was lost. 

 For want of a battle, the kingdom was lost. 

 And all for the want of a horseshoe nail. 

You see, my son, It’s the nail that makes all the difference, the captain said; we 

will set out to the sea again soon.  We all need to be committed to the mission, 

but it’s the little things that matter the most.  You see, you’re the greatest of all on 

this ship, you know.  Without food and the skill you provide, we could not survive 

and do what we are all called to do.    You’re the nail.  Without your commitment, 

none of this would work.  We each must do our part and be outstanding in what 

we do. 

Now the shore light was brighter, the Shoremen waiting to begin their part.   
And as the young cook left the carrier,  
He turns around and realizes how much he is blessed. 
 
We know the nail makes all the difference. Christ’s death on the cross made the 
difference. 

  We can choose to live in the past lands of "what ifs," or we can look forward to 
the stars of possibilities. We can bring a taste of heaven into our world by seeing 
new opportunities.  

http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/Shoot_for_the_moon_and_if_you_miss_you_will_still_be_among_the_stars./84856/
http://www.searchquotes.com/quotation/Shoot_for_the_moon_and_if_you_miss_you_will_still_be_among_the_stars./84856/


We can share the peace of Jesus with those around us:  Fear Not,  I leave with 
you, my peace.  All things work together for those who love the Lord.  What is 
one of your scriptures that will help you focus on God?  God’s word helps us find 
that peace that overcomes.  Let us start a new beginning.  Let us keep our eyes 
on the prize.  Until then, let’s pray without ceasing doing the Father’s will.  It's the 
little things that make a difference.  At this moment, quiet your heart, listen for 
God in your soul as you pray this prayer.   

 

The Serenity Prayer 

 God grant me the serenity  

to accept the things I cannot change;  

courage to change the things I can; 

and wisdom to know the difference.  

Living one day at a time;  

Enjoying one moment at a time;  

Accepting hardships as the pathway to peace;  

Taking, as He did, this sinful world 

as it is, not as I would have it;  

Trusting that He will make all things right 

if I surrender to His Will; 

That I may be reasonably happy in this life  

and supremely happy with Him 

Forever in the next. 

Amen.  

--Reinhold Niebuhr  

 

 

http://www.cptryon.org/prayer/special/serenity.html##


We are Easter people.  God will take care of us.  Let today be the beginning of a 
new ending. 

Step outside.  Plant a flower.  Take a walk Play golf. Read devotions. Pray.  Talk 
with God. Talk to a friend.  It will help us see that our afflictions are only 
temporary.  

Take a new step for a new ending. 

 


